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violated in regard to them, I must take refuge among
the french. For they did not desire that, since I
had trusted myself to them and remained in their
country, any one should reproach them with my
having perished there; and, if I were to be involved
in the misfortune of this new war, it should not be
in their hands that I were slain, when I was there in
good faith; but, if they killed me, it would be
among the french, against whom they were going to
show their resentment. Itherefore parted from them,
very sad at all that was taking place, and went to
this fatal rendezvous—where I found two hundred
Iroquois, both men and women, who had been made
prisoners when they thought that they would be
kindly received. They clamored against this pro-
ceeding; and some who had been in france often
named the King, as if claiming justice and his
protection. After that, desolation was carried into a
region of their country from which a thousand
Iroquois armed men were then absent, upon the good
faith that had been given them. I could not procure
the release of these wretched people, except of 7 or
8 who had rendered us friendly services when they
had opportunity. Some time afterward, I was with
ten soldiers upon a lake a hundred leagues long, in
a little bark, which was attacked by 8oo Iroquois,
who were in their canoes. We defended ourselves
very well for 3 quarters of an hour; but they were
about to overwhelm us with their numbers, when
heaven was favorable to our prayers and sent us a
wind, which swept us away from their fury when
they thought to grasp their prey, and to avenge
upon us the death of their comrades. I was after-
ward obliged, through obedience, to remain in this



